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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 10810 23I243Z 
ACTION COME-00 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-00 EB-08 /019W 

084130 232024Z/70 

R231100Z AUG78 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5060 

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 10810 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, IS 

SUBJECT: IMPORT STATISTICS EOR MAY 1978 


1 . THE CENTRAL BUREAU OF STATISTICS HAS RECENTLY RELEASED 
IMPORT STATISTICS WHICH SHOW MAY 1978 IMPORTS SOME 17.7 PERCENT 
OVER MAY 1977. THE JANUARY-MAY 1978 IMPORTS WERE 23.2 PERCENT 
HIGHER THAN IN THE SAME PERIOD A YEAR EARLIER. IMPORTS 
BY CATEGORY ARE SHOWS BELOW IN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS: 


MAY 1977 MAY 1978 


TOTAL 

414.4 

487.7 


CONSUMER GOODS 


28.9 

42.9 

FOOD 

11.1 

24.1 


PRODUCTION INPUTS 


322.5 

391.7 

DIAMONDS 

95 

.0 86.3 


IRON AND STEEL 


18.4 28.7 

FUEL 

48.9 

61.0 


OTHER 

68.9 

99.4 


INVESTMENT GOODS 


57.8 

63.4 


MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT 40.6 54.4 

TRANSPORT 17.2 9.0 

COMMODITIES RETURNED MINUS 6.5 MINUS 12.7 


2. COMMENT: THE MAY TRADE EIGURES REFLECT THE SLOWDOWN IN 
THE GROWTH OF DIAMOND IMPORTS. THE TRADE FIGURES WHEN UPDATED WILL 
BE SLIGHTLY LOWER THAN REPORTED BECAUSE EUEL IMPORTS ARE NOT ACTUALS 
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BUT ROUGH ESTIMATES AND ARE CONSIDERED HIGH. FOOD IMPORTS ARE UP 
BECAUSE OF UNUSUALLY HIGH MEAT IMPORTS RESULTING FROM A SPECIAL $15 
MILLION PURCHASE. 
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